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INTRODUCTION
This guide was developed to provide a clear 

understanding of The University of Scranton’s 
administration of student assistance pro-
grams. It is important for you to review the 
guide and educate yourself about the 
programs.

The University of Scranton’s Financial Aid 
Office administers a full spectrum of pro-
grams: scholarships, grants, loans and part-
time employment. Program funds are made 
possible by the University’s participation in 
Federal Student Grant and Loan Programs, 
Pennsylvania and other state grant programs, 
as well as University funded and endowed 
scholarships and grants. A description of these 
programs is contained in this publication. 
Additional information on endowed awards 
is contained in the University’s undergraduate 
catalog.
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�The Teacher Education Assistance 
for College and Higher Education 
(TEACH) Grant 

Federally funded, renewable grant. Program 
was established to benefit current and prospective 
teachers. The award amount is up to $3,772 per 
academic year or the maximum allowed by the 
Department of Education for a total of $16,000. 
Incoming first-year students must have a mini-
mum of 3.25 high school GPA on a scale of 4.0 or 
score in the 75th percentile on an admission test, 
such as the SAT or ACT. Incoming transfer stu-
dents must have a cumulative minimum GPA of 
3.25 for all accepted credits.

Students must sign an understanding of terms to 
certify that they are aware of the terms of the grant 
and the terms of their teaching service require-
ments. The recipient must teach full-time for at least 
four years within eight years of completing the pro-
gram as a highly qualified teacher at a Title I school 
in a specified subject area (mathematics, science, a 
foreign language, bilingual education, special educa-
tion, as a reading specialist, and other “high-need” 
fields). If service is not met, the grant must be repaid 
as an Unsubsidized Direct Stafford Loan, with inter-
est from the date(s) of original disbursement(s).

Federal Nursing Loan
Program currently not available. Federal 

Nursing Loan is a low interest (5%) loan that is 
administered by The University of Scranton for 
undergraduate students who demonstrate 
financial need. 

Repayment begins nine months after gradua-
tion, withdrawal or change to less than half-
time status. Interest accrues in the student’s 
name beginning on the tenth month after the 
student ceases to be enrolled on at least a half-
time basis. The maximum repayment schedule 
is ten years.

Entrance/Exit Counseling and Master Promis-
sory Note (MPN) Requirement

Any new borrower will be required to complete 
an electronic Federal Nursing Loan Entrance 
Counseling and Master Promissory Note (MPN) 
before receiving the loan. The MPN will be valid 
for 10 years. If eligible for subsequent years, the 
loans will be added to your MPN. The MPN 
explains the terms and conditions of your loan 
and is your legally binding agreement to repay 
your loan to the servicer, ECSI. Exit counseling for 
student borrowers who are graduating, leaving 
school or dropping below half-time enrollment 
will be notified on the procedures for completing 
Exit Counseling. 

To satisfy the counseling and MPN require-
ments, you will need your FSA ID and Password 
to complete the process. Read and complete all 
required information. Please visit, scranton.edu/
financialaid, select Loans & Financing options, 
and click on Federal Nursing Loan.

Federal Direct Stafford Student Loan
Direct Stafford Student Loans are available to 

students enrolled at least half-time (six credits per 
semester for Undergraduate students and three 
credits for Graduate students) in their program of 
study. In order to determine eligibility, all appli-

cants must submit the Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA). 

The Financial Aid Office certifies Direct 
Stafford Loans for all students who complete 
the FAFSA.

There are two types of Federal Direct Stafford 
Loans: the Subsidized Federal Direct Stafford 
Loan (Undergraduate students only) and the 
Unsubsidized Federal Direct Stafford Loan. For 
Subsidized Federal Direct Stafford Loans the fed-
eral government pays the interest while the stu-
dent (borrower) is in school. Eligibility for a Subsi-
dized Federal Direct Stafford Loan is based on 
family income and financial need established by 
standards set by the federal government. For 
Unsubsidized Federal Direct Stafford Loans the 
student (borrower) is charged interest during the 
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schools. It is recommended that students and par-
ents with federal loans periodically visit studen-
taid.gov. You will need to use your FAFSA ID and 
password to access the website.

Federal Work Study
The Federal Work Study Program provides on-

campus employment during the summer and aca-
demic year to students who demonstrate financial 
need. As part of its commitment to the commu-
nity, the University is providing federal work study 
opportunities both on and off campus in commu-
nity service learning positions. Students can work 
up to a maximum of 19 hours per week during the 
academic year and 35 hours per week during the 
summer. Students are paid on a biweekly basis for 
the hours worked the previous two weeks. Work 
study earnings are not deducted from the student’s 
charges. The student may, however, make a pay-
ment to the University as payment toward the bal-
ance due. The minimum hourly rate paid is $7.25 
per hour. Some rates will be higher depending 
upon the type of work performed and skills 
required. 

Pay rates are recommended by the employing 
department. Due to funding limitations and job 
availability, the Financial Aid Office cannot guaran-
tee job placement for all eligible applicants.

Application
The online electronic work study application is 

available to current students beginning in April 
for the next academic year. New students are able 
to complete the application after confirmation. 
The electronic work study application is com-
pleted through the University’s Self Service System 
via my.scranton.edu portal, enter Royal ID and 
password, click on Student Tab, click on Self Ser-
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Pennsylvania National Guard Educational 
Assistance Program (EAP)

PHEAA and the Pennsylvania Department of Mil-
itary and Veterans Affairs administer this program 
which provides tuition assistance for students who 
enter into a commitment with the Pennsylvania 
National Guard for a period of 6 years and are 
enrolled in a degree or certificate granting program 
of study at an approved Pennsylvania institution. 
Students, who do not honor their service commit-
ment, will be required to repay the total EAP award 
received plus interest. Additional information can 
be obtained online at pheaa.org by selecting Aid 
for Military & PA National Guard under the Funding 
Opportunities heading or by calling 1-800-692-7392 
and choosing Special Programs at the prompt.
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Mathematical Sciences Scholarship
Renewable, merit-based scholarship awarded to 

incoming first-year students on an annual basis for 
a maximum of four years, full-time, undergraduate 
study. Renewal is contingent upon enrollment in 
Mathematical Sciences major, maintaining a cumu-
lative GPA of 2.75 and Pace (earn 65% of total 
attempted credits for first-year and sophomore 
undergraduates; 70% for junior and senior 
undergraduates).

Mechanical Engineering Scholarship
Renewable, merit-based scholarship awarded to 

incoming first-year students on an annual basis for 
a maximum of four years, full-time, undergraduate 
study. Renewal is contingent upon enrollment in 
Mechanical Engineering major, maintaining a 
cumulative GPA of 2.75 and Pace (earn 65% of total 
attempted credits for first-year and sophomore 
undergraduates; 70% for junior and senior 
undergraduates).

University Award
Renewable, partial-tuition award, in recogni-

tion of high school achievement. Recipients 
must maintain a minimum of 2.50 and maintain 
PACE (earn 65% of total attempted credits for 
first-year and sophomore undergraduates; 70% 
for junior and senior undergraduates)

University Grant
These grants are awarded to students who 

demonstrate financial need. Non-renewable. 
Students must file the FAFSA.

Xavier Grant
These grants are awarded to students who 

demonstrate financial need. Renewal is contin-
gent upon the student maintaining a cumulative 
GPA of 2.00, maintaining PACE (earn 65% of 
total attempted credits for first-year and sopho-
more undergraduates; 70% for junior and senior 
undergraduates), and continued demonstrated 
financial need. Students must file the FAFSA 
each academic year.

Terms and Conditions of Merit-Based Scholarships 
Students who transfer out of the university to 

attend another institution automatically forfeit 
their merit scholarship upon return to The Uni-
versity of Scranton and will only be considered 
for need based aid.

Endowed Awards
Endowed and Special Awards are funds that 

benefactors provide to The University of Scranton 
to assist students in accordance with the award 
guidelines. To remain eligible, students must 
maintain the cumulative GPA assigned to their 
original scholarship fund and maintain PACE (earn 
65% of total attempted credits for first-year and 
sophmore undergraduates; 70% for junior and 
senior undergraduates).

Awards for Non-Traditional 
Undergraduate Students

 Dexter Hanley Full-Time Grant
For non-traditional undergraduate students 

enrolled for a minimum of 12 credits per term. 
Recipients are chosen based upon demonstrated 

financial need. Renewal of this award is contingent 
upon the student maintaining a minimum cumu-
lative GPA of 2.00 and maintaining PACE (earn 
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University Work Study
The University of Scranton funds a number 

of jobs in various departments and administrative 
offices for students who do not demonstrate finan-
cial need. Applicants must follow the same filing pro-
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Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR)
OVR provides educational assistance to medi-

cally qualified students. When determining the 
amount of assistance, OVR requests information 
from the Financial Aid Office pertaining to the 
student’s eligibility for state, grants and other 
scholarships and federal grant assistance. To find 
out more about OVR requirements, contact the 
OVR representative in your area.
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semesters, therefore, one-half of the annual 
award will be deducted for the fall and spring 
semesters. Aid received from federal grants, 
SEOG, Federal Direct Stafford Loan or PA State 
Grant, as well as all institutional aid, will be cred-
ited directly to the student’s account when all eli-
gibility requirements/documents have been 
satisfied.

For main campus undergraduate and graduate 
students, aid is scheduled to be disbursed on 
August 27, 2023 for the fall semester; January 23, 
2024 for the spring semester; and June 3, 2024 
for the summer semester as long as all require-
ments/documents have been satisfied. 

For online graduate students in the special 
terms, loans are scheduled to be disbursed on 
August 30, 2023 and October 25, 2023 for the fall 
terms; January 31, 2024 and March 27, 2024 for 
the spring terms; May 22, 2024 and July 10, 2024 
for the summer terms as long as all require-
ments/documents have been satisfied.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS
If after filing for financial aid, you or your par-

ents experience a reduction in income due to 
unemployment, divorce or separation, death, 
loss of untaxed income, or other circumstances 
you should contact the Financial Aid Office. You 
may be eligible to receive increased financial 
assistance due to a special condition and will 
need to find out what information is required 
in order to determine your eligibility.

Visit scranton.edu/financialaid, and select 
Forms.

GIFT AID POLICY 

Maximum Gift Aid
University of Scranton scholarship aid, includ-

ing multiple family discounts and grants, com-
bined with federal and state grants and scholar-
ships are limited as follows:

• Resident students: tuition, housing and 	
	    food charges

• Commuter and off-campus students: 	
	    tuition, general fee and a $1000  
	    allowance for books and supplies.

Please review the Outside Gift Aid Policy 
to determine the impact of receipt of private 

scholarships and grants.

�
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merit based scholarships and/or grants if they 
are maintaining Satisfactory Academic Progress 
and have completed the current academic year 
FAFSA for consideration of need based funding.

Three Year Advanced recipients are eligible 
for the ROTC Housing and Food awards during 
their incoming first year and retain any other 
University funding that they are eligible for dur-
ing the first year ONLY. Once they complete the 
first year, the ROTC Tuition and Fees Scholar-
ship (same policy applies as indicated above 
for the Four Year) will replace the previously 
awarded funding.

Recipients of the ROTC College Campus Three 
½ Year, Three Year, Two ½ Year and Two Year 
Scholarships are ELIGIBLE for HOUSING ONLY 
provided that they are living in the dormitories. 

Terms and Conditions are as follows: 
· Recipients do not qualify for any other 	

	 University of Scranton Scholarship grant,
	 or discount. 
· Free Housing in University owned 		

	 residences for eligible fall and spring terms. 
· January intersession housing is provided free 	

	 to all students on housing contract for the 	
	 academic year. 
	 NO ALLOWANCE IS MADE FOR NON 		
	 UNIVERSITY OWNED HOUSING UNDER 	
	 ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.
· Housing provided by The University of  	

	 Scranton is considered taxable income by 	
	 the Internal Revenue Service and recipients 	
	 of such assistance are responsible for

	 all required reporting and tax liability.
	 Recipients are also responsible for any 	

	 applicable state reporting and tax liability.
· The Maximum combination of ROTC 		

	 Scholarship, federal and state scholarships 	
	 and outside scholarships and grants cannot 	
	 not exceed the University’s standard cost for 	
	 tuition, general fees, and housing and food. 	
	 University Housing scholarships will be 
	 reduced by any excess amount.
· University Housing scholarships are provided 	

	 for eligible terms where the member in good 	
	 standing in the ROTC program as an Army 	
	 ROTC Scholarship recipient.

Air Force ROTC Scholarship Recipients
Four Year and Three Year Advanced 

scholarship recipients will receive free housing 
ONLY. Eligibility for other University of 
Scranton aid will be governed by the same 
policy for Army three and three ½, three,  
two ½, and two year scholarship recipients.

All ROTC Scholarship Recipients
During the terms students are eligible free 

housing or Army/Air Force Scholarship funds. 
ROTC Tuition and Fees Scholarship recipients 
are not eligible for the Family Discount; however, 
their sibling is eligible for the award.

SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
REQUIREMENTS FOR RECEIPT OF 
FINANCIAL AID

The U.S. Department of Education regulations 
require that educational institutions measure stu-
dents’ progress toward a declared educational 
objective, both quantitatively and qualitatively in 
order to be eligible to receive Federal Title IV aid, 
which includes Federal Pell Grants, Federal Sup-
plemental Education Opportunity Grants (SEOG), 
Federal Work Study, Federal Stafford Loans, Par-
ent PLUS Loans and Graduate PLUS Loans. The 
PA State Grant and other state grant agencies 
have separate satisfactory academic progress 
requirements for their scholarship and grant pro-
grams. University of Scranton scholarship and 
grant recipients must meet the minimum federal 
requirements and are also subject to minimum, 
cumulative grade point averages, as specified by 
the award. External scholarships and grants may 
have different satisfactory academic progress 
renewal requirements.

Detailed information about academic proba-
tion for continuation in a program of study may 
be found in the Academic Policies and Regula-
tions section of the undergraduate catalog under 
the topic, Grade Difficulties: Academic Probation 
and Dismissal, and in the graduate catalog under 
Standards of Progress.

REQUIREMENTS
The measurement of satisfactory academic 

progress for receipt of federal student aid is bro-
ken down into three categories: maximum time 
frame, PACE and qualitative measure as 
explained in the following sections.

Maximum Time Frame
A student may not exceed a maximum num-

ber of attempted credits in any program(s), 
even if aid was not received during all periods 
of enrollment. The maximum number of cred-
its is 150% of a student’s program(s) required 
credits. Once a student reaches the maximum 
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cumulative GPA will be awarded a Loyola Scholar-
ship in the amount $16,000; students who have 
their Deans’ Scholarship canceled but have a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 will be 
awarded a Loyola Scholarship in the amount	
of $12,000 for the academic year.

 
Effective for New First-Year Students 
starting in the 2019-2020 academic year:

Students who have their Presidential Scholarship 
canceled but have at least a minimum 2.5 cumula-
tive GPA of 2.5 will be awarded a Faber Scholarship 
in the amount of $13,000; students who have their 
Dean’s Scholarship canceled will be awarded a 
Faber Scholarship in the amount of $13,000; stu-
dents who have their Loyola Scholarship canceled 
will be awarded a Faber Scholarship in the amount 
of $13,000 for the academic year.

Students who have their Loyola, Arrupe, 
Faber, or endowed award(s) canceled, but have a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 and have filed 
the FAFSA application, will be reviewed for need-
based assistance, provided 
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Inspired by this example of hope and faith, the 
University has established the James P. Sweeney, 
S.J., Family Outreach Program, which reflects the 
University’s commitment to students and families 
who have been negatively affected by recent eco-
nomic conditions and contains the following:

	 • Responsiveness to reductions in family 	
	 income due to unemployment, underemploy-	
	 ment and other losses of income. The Finan-	
	 cial Aid Office’s Special Condition Form gives 	
	 families an opportunity to update income 	
	 information when current year income is less 	
	 than what was collected on the Free Applica-	
	 tion for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The 	
	 Financial Aid Office will review and verify 	
	 updated information to determine if any 	
	 increases can be made to need-based federal, 	
	 state and University of Scranton financial 
	 aid programs.

	 • The Father Sweeney Grant will be used to 	
	 supplement students’ regular financial aid 	
	 packages based on the reporting of families’ 	
	 financial difficulties. The grant is intended 	
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FINANCIAL AID TERMS
Academic Year: The definition of academic year 

at The University of Scranton is 30 weeks 
of enrollment.

Citizen/Eligible Non-Citizen: A student must be in one of 
the following categories to receive federal student 
aid: U.S. citizen or national, U.S. permanent resident, 
citizens of the Freely Associated States: the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia and the republics of Palau 
and the Marshall Islands; other eligible non-citizens.

Cost of Education: The total estimated expenses for one 
year to attend a specific university and is used to 
determine your eligibility for financial aid, such as 
grants and loans. COA includes tuition, housing and 
food, books, supplies, transportation, loan fees, 
and miscellaneous expenses that you may incur. 

Dependency Status: Depending upon how you answer 
certain questions on your financial aid application 
you may be considered dependent upon parental sup-
port or independent. Your dependency status deter-
mines what information must be reported on your 
aid application.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC): The U.S. government 
uses a formula established by law to identify an 
expected family contribution using information pro-
vided in the FAFSA. The University uses the EFC as part 
of its process to determine federal aid eligibility and 
eligibility for any University awards. The EFC is not the 
amount your family must pay for school.

EFT: Electronic Funds Transfer.

Entrance Counseling: Federal Government requires 
entrance counseling for Direct Stafford and Direct 
Graduate PLUS Loan programs to ensure that you 
understand the responsibilities and obligations 
you are assuming.

Exit Counseling: Provides important information to pre-
pare you to repay your federal student loan(s)

Expected Family Contribution (EFC): Funds that you 
are expected to contribute toward your cost of 
education.

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid. The 
FASFA is a U.S. government application that gives stu-
dents the ability to receive federal, state and institu-
tional aid. To complete the FAFSA and for more infor-
mation, visit studentaid.gov/FAFSA.

Federal Direct Stafford Loan: A need-based fixed interest 
loan with no repayment until six months after 
graduation. 

Financial Aid Award Notification: A summary of financial 
assistance and awards from The University of 
Scranton. 

Financial Need: The difference between the student’s 
cost of education and the expected family 
contribution

Full-Time Enrollment: Undergraduate students enrolled 
for at least 12 credits per semester. In some cases, 
students enrolled for 3 credits during Intersession 
and 9 credits for Spring can be considered as full-
time students. However, the aid for the Spring term 
will be recalculated based on the combined reduced 
per-credit cost for the terms. Graduate students 
enrolled for 6 credits per semester.

Gift Aid: A type of financial aid that does not have to be 
repaid, such as grants and scholarships.

Half-Time Enrollment: Undergraduate students enrolled 
6 credits to 8.5 credits per semester. In some cases, 
students enrolled for 3 credits during intersession 
and 3 credits for spring can be considered as half-
time students. However, the aid for the spring term 
will be recalculated based on the combined reduced 
per-credit cost for the terms. Graduate students 
enrolled for 3 credits to 4 credits per semester. 

Less Than Half-Time Enrollment: Undergraduate 
students enrolled 1 credit to 5.5 credits per semester. 
Graduate students enrolled for 1 credit to 2.5 credits 
per semester. Students are not eligible for federal 
loans or deferment.

Master Promissory Note (MPN): The Master Promissory 
Note (MPN) allows the student to borrow under the 
Federal Direct Stafford Loan program for up to 10 
years. In subsequent years, the student needs only 
complete the FAFSA. The Master Promissory Note 
allows credit-worthy parents of dependent 
Undergraduate or Graduate/Professional students to 
borrow under the Federal Direct Parent PLUS or 
Graduate PLUS Loan Programfor up to 10 years. In 
subsequent years, the student needs only complete 
the FAFSA and Parent/Graduate student needs to 
complete the PLUS Request Form for the mandatory 
credit check.

Needs Analysis: A uniform computation of information 
provided on your Financial Aid Application that gives 
the Financial Aid Office your expected family 
contribution.

Nursing Loan: Program currently not available. 
A federally funded, low interest loan administered 
by the school. Eligibility based on financial need.

PACE: Earn 65% of total attempted credits for first-year 
and sophomore undergraduates; 70% for junior and 
senior undergraduates, and graduate students.

Pell Grant: For undergraduate students with exceptional 
financial need as determined by the FAFSA. Grants do 
not have to be repaid. 

Perkins Loan: 
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